
BOARD OF MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
November 20, 2006 MINUTES 

 
On Monday, November 20, 2006, a meeting of the Board of Madison County Commissioners came to order at 10:00 
AM, with Commissioners Ted Coffman, David Schulz, and Frank Nelson present. 
 
Frank Nelson moved to approve the November 13, 2006, minutes as read.  Ted Coffman seconded the motion.  
Commissioners Nelson and Coffman voted aye.  Commissioner Schulz abstained from voting as he was absent for 
that meeting.  The motion carried on a majority vote. 
 
Those people in attendance at the meeting were Lewis Stahl, Jim Hart, Dave Schenk, Joanne Erdall, Vicki Tilstra, 
Shelly Burke, Frank Ford, Karen Brown, Joe Bardswich, Dan McCauley, and Roger Thompson. 
 
Commissioners Elect Lewis Stahl and Jim Hart were present to observe the meeting. 
 
Southwest Montana Drug Task Force:  Dave Schenk, Sheriff, met with the Board to discuss the opportunity to 
place one of his officers on the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force to replace a current officer of the force that is 
retiring.  The officer would remain an employee of Madison County but assigned to the task force.  Madison County 
would continue to pay the officer and would be reimbursed by the task force on a quarterly basis.  Sheriff Schenk 
stated that this placement would give the officer training that would be an asset to his department.  Because this is a 
good opportunity for both the officer and the County, David Schulz moved to pursue the possibility of having a 
Madison County deputy appointed to the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force.  Frank Nelson seconded the motion.  
All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Library Contingency Fund:  Vicki Tilstra, Bookkeeper, Joanne Erdall, Librarian, and Shelly Burke, Treasurer, met 
with the Board to discuss a request from the Library Board to deposit Library Contingency funds into an interest 
bearing account.  Joanne stated that this money is not generated from taxes but is gifts, memorials, etc.  These 
funds now earn interest that is credited to the General Fund.  Because special projects for the Library have been paid 
from the general fund and that there would likely be more, the Board elected to leave the Library Contingency funds 
as they are. 
 
Grants:  The Board discussed the status of the new Grant Writer.  Barbie Durham, new Grant Writer, will start her 
new position on December 4, 2006, but will continue to assist as needed in the Treasurer’s Office until a replacement 
has been hired and trained. 
 
Christmas Gift Certificates:  Frank Nelson moved to again give Christmas gift certificates to County employees in 
the amount of $10.00 with the condition that the certificates must be redeemed by December 31, 2006.  David Schulz 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Emergency Management Position:  Frank Ford, Director of Emergency Management, and Karen Brown, GIS/IT 
met with the Board to discuss the selection of candidates to be interviewed for the Director of Emergency 
Management position.  Discussion ensued regarding the importance of GIS knowledge, computer and office skills, 
and management experience, versus the importance of field experience.  It was determined that emphasis for this 
position should lean more toward management capabilities.  The Board will conduct interviews for the position on 
Friday, December 1, 2006. 
 
Social Security Numbers on Applications:  The Board discussed if it is necessary to require Social Security 
numbers on Employment Applications.  Frank Nelson stated that due to rising concerns about identity fraud, Social 
Security numbers should not be requested from applicants until they are chosen for the position and should then be 
supplied directly to the Bookkeeping Office for payroll purposes.  Frank Nelson moved to remove the portion 
requesting a Social Security number on the Madison County Application for Employment.  David Schulz seconded 
the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Spill Prevention Plans:  Frank Nelson moved to sign the Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures Plan, 
prepared by PBS&J of Missoula, for the Madison County Fueling Facility in Twin Bridges.  David Schulz seconded 
the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
 



Commissioner’s Meeting – November 20, 2006 
 
 
Public Hearing – Cornucopia Road:  Chairman Coffman opened the public hearing for Cornucopia Road at 1:30 
p.m.  Lewis Stahl and Jim Hart, Commissioners Elect, and Joe Bardswich, Landowner, were present for the hearing. 
Commissioner David Schulz, District 1 Road Supervisor, read the viewer’s report and the petition for road opening.  
David Schulz stated that the signatures on the petition have been checked by the Clerk and Recorder’s office and 
that all who signed the petition are freeholders in Madison County.  Discussion ensued regarding the condition of the 
road and the cost that would be involved to bring the road up to county standards.  Ted Coffman stated that Madison 
County has a road policy that does not allow them to accept roads that are not up to county standards.  Joe 
Bardswich asked if it would be acceptable for himself and Bubba Nevins to bring the road up to county standards.  
The Board stated that because the road is already classified as a public road there is no reason to declare it a county 
road.  Joe stated that the difference between a county road and a public road is that a mortgage company will 
finance property accessed by a county road but will not finance property accessed by a public road.  Because the 
road is a public road and provides access to repeater site, and although landowners Bardswich and Nevins have 
agreed to maintain the road, and because it is way too steep, declaring it a county road would put a liability on the 
county, David Schulz moved to deny the Petition for Road Opening for the Cornucopia Road from its intersection with 
the historical monument road to the location of the Sheriff’s repeater station in Section 27 an 34 of Township 6 South, 
Range 3 West.  Frank Nelson seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Update on TSEP Bridges:  Dan McCauley, Great West Engineering, met with the Board to discuss the status of 
TSEP Bridge projects in the County.  Dan explained the grant process and application cycles for the Treasure State 
Endowment Program to the incoming Commissioners.  Dan stated that there is now money available to do bridge 
inspections to determine which bridges should be considered for the next round of grant applications.  David Schulz 
moved to proceed with the Preliminary Engineering Report Application for 2008 TSEP Bridge projects.  Frank Nelson 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Building Project:  The Board discussed options regarding the building project.  Dan McCauley, Great West 
Engineering, Frank Ford, Director of Emergency Management, and Roger Thompson, Undersheriff, were present for 
this portion of the meeting.  The Board will get an 800 phone line and ask that the public call and make comments 
regarding what they like or don’t like about the project and/or why they did or didn’t vote for the project and offer 
ideas to make the project more desirable to the public. 
 
With no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM. 
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